Media Alert and Interview Opportunities for Cleveland Israel Arts Connection
Mendelsohn Film and Filmmaker Duki Dror are Highlights at 
Two-Day Celebration at Mendelsohn-Designed Park Synagogue

What?

In partnership with The Park Synagogue and Case Western Reserve University (CWRU), the Jewish Federation of Cleveland’s Cleveland Israel Arts Connection presents “Under Mendelsohn’s Dome: Visions of Park Synagogue,” a two-day celebration of world-renowned architect Eric Mendelsohn. The Park Synagogue(the area’s only Mendelsohn-designed building(will host the event, which is free and open to the community. 
The event begins with an engaging sermon by Park Synagogue’s Senior Rabbi, Joshua Skoff, on the relationship between architecture and religious observance on Saturday, May 9.

The program continues on March 10 with a screening of the award-winning documentary “Incessant Visions,” which illuminates the fascinating life of architect Mendelsohn told through letters exchanged with his wife, Louise. The film’s director, Duki Dror, along with Jay Geller, Ph.D., Samuel Rosenthal Professor of Judaic Studies at CWRU, will share their observations following the film. 

Following the film, the public is invited to tour the historic synagogue and view a special exhibition featuring Mendelsohn’s original sketches, plus prints and photographs taken during and after the building process, and additional memorabilia. 

Who?

The following business and arts and culture leaders are available for interviews.

Duki Dror, Filmmaker of “Incessant Visions” and fifteen other films
Interview schedule to be determined
Jay Geller, Ph.D., Samuel Rosenthal Professor of Judaic Studies, Case Western Reserve University

(216) 368-5156  jay.geller@case.edu

Michael Weil, Ph.D., Adjunct Faculty, Cleveland Institute of Art
Co-Curator of Under Mendelsohn’s Dome exhibit

(216) 287-3064  mrw6@case.edu

Ellen Landau, Ph.D, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of the Humanities Department of Art History and Art, Case Western Reserve University

Co-Curator of Under Mendelsohn’s Dome exhibit

(216) 368-3081  exl3@case.edu

Ken Goldberg, Trustee of the Cleveland Heights Historical Society, and former member of the Cleveland Heights Landmark Commission

(216) 932-7416  op68_1999@yahoo.com
Ellen Petler, Membership & Program Director, The Park Synagogue

(216) 371-2244, ext. 122  epetler@parksyn.org

Rebecca Cohen Long, daughter of Rabbi Armand Cohen, who was the Rabbi during design and construction of Park Synagogue. The Cohen family hosted Mendelsohn on his many visits to Cleveland during that time.
(813) 920-6668  rebeccalong1938@yahoo.com

When and Where?

The Park Synagogue

3300 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Free and open to the community

Saturday, March 9, 2013

Sabbath services and sermon, “Architecture & Religious Observance”

Senior Rabbi Joshua Skoff, Leighton A. Rosenthal Chair on Rabbinics,
9:00 am services, 10:45 am sermon

Under Mendelsohn’s Dome Exhibit

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

Sunday, March 10, 2013

“Incessant Visions” screening and discussion

1:30 – 3:00 pm

Self-guided tours of Park Synagogue

3:00 – 5:00 pm

Under Mendelsohn’s Dome Exhibit
1:30 – 5:00 pm

Monday, March 11 – Sunday, March 31, 2013

Under Mendelsohn’s Dome Exhibit open by appointment
Contact Ellen Petler (216) 371-2244, ext. 122  epetler@parksyn.org

Why?

German Expressionist architect Eric Mendelsohn’s buildings are stunning and his drawings pulsate with dynamic energy. Among his many accomplishments are the Einstein Tower in Germany, the Mt. Scopus campus of Hadassah Hospital in Israel, and The Park Synagogue in Cleveland Heights. His story unfolds in “Incessant Visions” through the letter exchange with Louise, a beautiful young cellist, who became his wife. Mendelsohn’s career followed the jagged trajectory of many German Jewish émigrés fleeing Nazism; he worked in England, Israel and finally, in the USA. His work throughout the world has inspired generations of modern architects and his sketches have become legendary. The Park Synagogue is a surviving testament to his singular vision and the staying power of the mid-century modern movement.
The Cleveland Israel Arts Connection, a program of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, connects the community with the most dynamic 21st century cultural experiences that Israel has to offer. Working in partnership with Northeast Ohio's leading arts organizations, it strives to identify, enhance, promote and create unique and engaging Israeli cultural opportunities. 
More information is available from these sources:

Photos (zipped file) of some of Mendelsohn’s sketches and Park Synagogue Main today:

http://parksynagogue.yolasite.com/mendelsohn-downloads.php
Incessant Visions’ website: www.architectmovie.com
Duki Dror’s website: www.dukidror.com
A brief history of Park Synagogue Main: www.chhistory.org/Places.php?PlacesContent=ParkSynagogue
Park Synagogue’s website: www.parksyn.org
Cleveland Israel Arts Connection’s website: www.jewishcleveland.org/israelarts.aspx
